
Have you ever been up close to a hot air
balloon? Ever been there as its burner flame
blasts forth like a giant blowtorch to heat the
air to inflate it? SMECO members at this year’s
Annual Members’ Meeting on July 14 had just
such an experience.

In addition to the opportunity to see the
Touchstone Energy balloon, attendees were
provided with free sodas, ice cream, and

cookbooks (call
1-888-440-3311,
extension 4480,
for your free
copy). The live
music of Solid
Brass danced in
the air as the
crowd of more
than 2,800 visited
SMECO’s Touch-
stone Energy and
stationary genera-
tor information
booths or met the
SMECO employ-
ees who serve
them every day.

Some took the opportunity to watch a hot-line
demonstration put on by SMECO’s safety
department, and some enjoyed hot dogs,
nachos, and bottled water that they had pur-
chased to benefit the American Cancer Society.

The primary purpose of the Annual Meeting,
however, was for members to vote in the Board
of Directors election, as well as vote for or
against the proposed changes to bylaws. Nearly
1,400 registered voters did their duty, and when
the results were in, Fern G. Brown of White
Plains had been elected to represent Charles
County, replacing Mary Newman, who did not
seek another term. Incumbents Kenny Dyson of
Charles County; Jack Hammett of Calvert

County; and Bo
Bailey and Rayner
Blair of St. Mary’s
County were re-

Annual Members’ Meeting a Blast
elected for
three-year
terms.
No seats were
up for election
in Prince
George’s
County.
SMECO mem-
bers also voted
to approve the
proposed
changes to
bylaws, giving
SMECO’s Board
the ability to
determine the
voting method
for future
meetings and
elections.

As the
official portion of the Annual Meeting got under-
way, SMECO’s new President Joe Slater spoke to
the crowd about the Co-op’s exciting new alliance
with the more than 600 other Touchstone Energy
electric co-ops nationwide.

“Touchstone Energy cooperatives center atten-
tion on four core values,” he explained. “Integrity,
innovation, accountability, and commitment to
community. These values sum up how we do
business here at SMECO, so it’s a good fit.”

By evening’s end, SMECO had given away
nearly 60 prizes to members who had registered
to vote as a “thank you” for their participation.
Grand prize winners included Eleanor Dowell
($500 US savings bond), Ray L. Eiser ($500 US
savings bond), Elaine S. Morgan (used SMECO
vehicle), Robert A. Sinclair (propane grill), James
E. Thorne (propane grill), and James R. Wilkerson
Jr. ($1,000 US savings bond).

Next year, SMECO’s 66th Annual Members’
Meeting will be in September, and as always, all
our members are invited. We hope to see
you there!

The Touchstone Energy balloon is
being inflated.

Proceeds from hot dog and
nacho sales benefited the
American Cancer Society.

SMECO President A. Joseph Slater speaks to meeting
attendees about Touchstone Energy.

Current and future
Co-op members enjoy
free sodas.

Annual Meeting atten-
dees enjoy the seven-
story-tall Touchstone
Energy balloon.



“Surviving Cancer:
A Photographic Essay”
Civista Health seeks prostate
and colon cancer survivors for
a pictorial display. For more
information, call 301-609-4394.

Nursing Home Information
Visit www.medicare.gov, follow
the link to “Nursing Home
Compare,” then order their
“Guide to Choosing a Nursing
Home.” Or call 1-800-Medicare.

Visit www.smeco.com/community/aroundtown for more events.Around TownAround Town

New Vice President

SMECO has named Joseph Trentacosta as the Cooperative’s Vice
President and Chief Information Officer.

In this position, Trentacosta will manage SMECO’s information technol-
ogy (IT) systems, including computers, information networks, and
telecommunications.

Trentacosta has worked in the IT field for more than 18 years. He
received his bachelor of science degree in information systems from
Fordham University and his master of business administration degree
in finance from New York University.

Need Help Paying Your
Past Due Energy Bill?

Contact your local Office of Home
Energy Programs (OHEP) to see if you qualify
for assistance. Funds are limited, so call today
and make an appointment. Calvert, Charles
and St. Mary’s county residents, call Southern
Maryland Tri-County Community Action at
410-535-1010, 301-274-4474, 301-475-5574,
or 301-870-3770. Prince George’s County
residents, call 301-909-6339.

Worried About
Your Electric Bill?

If your electric bill is higher than normal, it’s
probably because we’ve just come through a hot
and humid part of the summer—a time when air
conditioning use is at a high—which increases the
amount of electricity used.

Some ways to lower your bill include setting
your thermostat from 76 - 78 degrees, keeping the
fan setting to “auto,” and having your heat pump
serviced annually by a licensed HVAC contractor.

Want to avoid the shock of variable monthly
electric bills? Call 1-888-440-3311 and ask us
about our Even Monthly Payment Plan (EMPP).

Save
Our Strays
Benefit
Concert
Sponsored by
Save Our
Strays Productions
September 6,

Popes Creek
301-259-4514

2003 United Way
Campaign Kickoff
Sponsored by the United Way
of St. Mary’s County

September 12, 7:30 a.m.
JT Daugherty Conference

Fall Follies
on the Square
Sponsored by the
Commissioners of
Leonardtown

September 13,
10 a.m. - 12 p.m.
Town Square,
Leonardtown

301-997-1644

Southern Maryland
Memory Walks
Sponsored by the National Capital
Area Alzheimer’s Association

September 20,
8 a.m. registration
Three locations, one in each
county (Charles, St. Mary’s,
and Calvert)

1-800-728-WALK

F. George Heinze III
Golf Classic and Auction
Sponsored by American Red Cross,
Charles County Chapter

August 29, 11 a.m. start
(auction at 4 p.m.)
Swan Point Country Club, Issue

301-934-2066

Chaptico Classic
5/10K race, 5K walk
Sponsored by Alternatives for
Youth and Families

August 30, 7 a.m. registration
Christ Episcopal Church,
Chaptico

301-884-0312 (to preregister)

Carnival
Sponsored by the Solomons
Volunteer Rescue Squad and
Fire Department

September 1, 4 - 9 p.m.
Fire Department, Solomons

410-326-6657

Annual Doll Show and Sale
Sponsored by the Southern
Maryland Doll Club

September 6, 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Thomas Stone High School,
Waldorf

301-868-6410

Fern G. Brown was
elected to SMECO’s
Board of Directors at

this year’s Annual
Meeting. She replaces
Mary R. Newman, who

did not seek another
term. Brown is the
domestic violence

coordinator for
the Circuit Court
of Charles County and a founder of the
Charles County Silent Witness Program.

Brown Joins
Board of Directors

Dyer Elected
Board Chairman

Board member Daniel W. Dyer of Prince
George’s County was chosen to succeed

Gilbert Bowling as
SMECO’s Board chairman
during the July 15 Board
meeting. Dyer has served
on the SMECO Board of
Directors since 1981. He
chairs the Public Relations
and Bay Country Coopera-
tive Committee and serves
on the Building and Prop-
erty Committee.

2 p.m. - 1 a.m.
Gilligan’s Pier,

Center, Lexington Park 
301-862-5577


