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SMECO Joins

SMECO has recently joined an energy
services company—ACES Power Marketing.

ACES acts as an agent to secure and
market energy for its member cooperatives
and clients. As a member, SMECO will
receive technical and market expertise in
managing our increasingly complex whole-
sale power needs.

Because SMECO’s wholesale power
contract with Pepco Energy Services expires
at the end of 2004, ACES is now making
preparations to manage our electricity pur-
chases in the future. Through ACES, SMECO
will purchase wholesale power by negotiat-
ing with different suppliers for energy con-
tracts with different prices, terms, and time
periods. Our goal is to keep our members’
rates as low as possible.

“In today’s electricity market, joining ACES
Power Marketing is our best course of action to
ensure competitive rates for our members,” says
SMECO president Joe Slater. “The fundamental
organization of the wholesale electric power
market has undergone dramatic change in
recent years, requiring new tools, expertise, and
market knowledge. ACES Power Marketing
brings these essential skills to SMECO and will
help us keep our rates down and ensure a
reliable source of energy.”

ACES was founded in 1999 and is owned
by 13 electric cooperatives, including SMECO.
Since its inception, ACES has become
nationally recognized as a wholesale energy
trading and risk management firm and is one
of the largest physical electricity traders in
the United States today.

SMECO presents Capital Credits check to Charles
County Commissioners. Left to right, Danny Mayer
(Commissioner), Murray Levy (President, Charles
County Commissioners), Jim Battaglia (SMECO
Energy Management and Technologies Manager),
and Al Smith (Commissioner).

SMECO Distributes

$5 Million in

Capital Credits

This summer, SMECO issued
$5 million in general refunds to
153,829 members. Most residential
customers received a credit on their
electric bill.

Amounts distributed to local county
governments varied. Taking into consider-
ation payments to county school systems,
monies distributed to the counties were
as follows:

Calvert $53,334
Charles $102,615
St. Mary’s $40,284
Prince George’s $18,027

Each year that SMECO retains mar-
gins, we allocate money to Capital
Credits accounts for members. Capital
Credits are each member’s share of the

margins. Your share is determined by
how much electricity you purchased
during the year and the rate under
which you were billed.

Until margins are refunded at the
discretion of the Board, SMECO uses
margins as working capital for new
construction, system improvements,
and other investments.



Visit www.smeco.coop/community/aroundtown for more events.Around TownAround Town

Free Cookbooks
SMECO is offering free cookbooks to our

members as a way of saying THANK
YOU. All recipes have
been hand-selected
and tested by SMECO
staff. Offer valid only
while supplies last, so
call for yours today:
1-888-440-3311,

extension 4480.

Is There A Turtle
In Your Electric Meter?

If so, it has no legs. It has no eyes, mouth, or even a shell. It’s a special kind of turtle; more
precisely, it’s an ERT—an Encoder Receiver Transmitter—and it helps us read your electric meter.

Each month, we read our members’ meters, then bill for the electricity used since the last
meter reading. There are several ways of obtaining meter readings, but we most frequently send
an employee to read meters at each location. However, if you live in a more remote area,
transmitting your meter reading with an ERT is much more cost effective and saves SMECO
employees a lot of time.

There are a variety of different ERTs. The “Turtle” model sends meter readings over the same
power lines that carry electricity to our customers’ homes. This makes personal visits to remote
locations unnecessary and allows us to take care of an ever-growing customer base without
having to hire as many additional employees. This helps us keep operating expenses down,
which, in turn, allows us to keep your electric bills low.

For more information about ERTs or about your meter, call 1-888-440-3311.

PowerWise Keeps Your

Money In Your Pocket

SMECO’s PowerWise program may help
you to reduce your electric bills by as much
as 15 percent. For one low fee, you’ll
receive a complete home energy audit on
your home. Plus, you may also receive a
variety of FREE money- and energy-saving
items such as a fluorescent light bulb, low
flow shower head, insulation for your
electric water heater and pipes, and spe-
cial rebate offers. If your home is at least
five years old, call 1-888-440-3311, exten-
sion 4478, for more information on the
PowerWise program.

United Way 5KWalk
Sponsored by the First National
Bank of St. Mary’s

September 27, 8:30 a.m.
Square, Leonardtown

301-862-5577

United StatesNavy
Country Current Concert
Sponsored by St. Andrew’s
Episcopal Church

September 27, 7:30 p.m.
Church, California

301-862-9541

United StatesNavy
CommodoresConcert
Sponsored by the General
Federation ofWomen’s Clubs
(GFWC) of St. Mary’s County

September 27, 8 p.m.
Great Mills High School

301-475-3225

Country Fix’n Dinner
Sponsored by Sacred Heart Church

September 28, 1 - 6 p.m.
Sacred Heart Friendship Hall,
La Plata

301-934-3656

Maryland State Police
Open House
Sponsored by Barrack “U”

October 4, 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Barrack, Prince Frederick

410-535-1400

Free Literacy TrainingWorkshop
Sponsored by theCharlesCounty
Literacy Council

October 9, 14, 16; 6 - 9 p.m.
Lifelong Learning Center adjacent
to John Hanson Middle School,
Waldorf

301-870-5974

Craft Fair
Sponsored by the La Plata Fire
Department Ladies Auxiliary

October 10—application and
vendor fees due;
October 26—event, 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Fire House, La Plata

301-609-8775

UsedBookBazaar
Sponsored by Citizens for the Charles
County Public Library, Inc.

October 18, 24, 25;
9 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
October 20-23, 9 a.m. - 7 p.m.
Library, La Plata

301-645-3319

Colonial Day
Sponsored by the
Accokeek Foundation

October 18, 12 - 4 p.m.
National Colonial Farm in
Piscataway Park, Accokeek

301-283-2113 extension 24

Annual Fall Dinner
Sponsored by Christ Church

October 18, 1- 6 p.m.
Church, Wayside

301-259-4327

Annual Fashion Show
Sponsored by Zonta of Charles County

October 24, 6 p.m.
Jaycees Center, Waldorf

301-638-4559

2nd Annual Choir Follies
and Ocktober Fest
Sponsored by St. Andrews
Episcopal Church

October 25, 6 p.m.
Church, California

301-862-2247

SMECO’s Address Has Changed . . .

Our web address, that is. Now you can visit SMECO at our new domain name that reflects
our co-op identity—www.smeco.coop. There you’ll find more information about us, energy-
saving tips and programs, and community events. Please come by and check us out soon!

Reach Out—mentor a young person in
Charles County. Call the Center for
Children at 301-609-9887.


