
Students vs. Numbers

at MATHCOUNTS

Competition

One cold Saturday in February, students
from 18 middle schools were pitted against
each other in combat—the non-mortal kind.
The school- and SMECO- sponsored kind.
The kind that’s fun, and hopefully inspires
them to excel.

More than 110 students in Southern
Maryland tested their computation skills at
the 10th annual MATHCOUNTS competition
on February 7 at Mechanicsville Elementary
School. During the three-hour competition,
the student “mathletes” tackled a series of
challenging and stimulating mathematics
problems. MATHCOUNTS is designed to offer
the excitement of a sports event and to ignite
student interest in the world of numbers.
The local competition is sponsored by
SMECO, the tri-county school systems and the
Society of Professional Engineers.

MATHCOUNTS TEAM COMPETITION, FIRST PLACE

Left to right, coach Jennifer Burroughs, Chris Luna,
and Brittany Pierce; not pictured: JamesWeeks and
Melissa Stangl
Mill Creek Middle School, Calvert County
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Cost of Electricity
Closely Linked to
Natural Gas Prices
Prices May Increase in 2005

Natural gas is an extremely versatile
fossil fuel that is used for running furnaces
and air conditioners, cooking, and water
heating; it is also used to produce electricity.

Starting in the late 1990’s, natural gas
became a very popular electricity-
generating fuel because natural gas produces
far less pollution than coal, and at that time,
natural gas was cheaper to harvest.

In recent years, some energy analysts
have voiced strong concerns that natural
gas supplies are becoming less reliable.
Combined with ever-increasing customer
demand for electricity, this may lead to
higher electricity prices. Why? Because
in the last 5-10 years, most power has
been generated using natural gas as the
primary fuel.

The chart at the bottom of the page
shows how natural gas prices have been
increasing since 1999. Because electricity
prices are generally aligned with natural
gas prices, we can expect the price for
wholesale power (electricity) to increase as
the price of natural gas continues to
increase. Some estimates place potential
increases to SMECO customers’ bills at up to
10 percent starting in 2005. At that time,
SMECO’s wholesale power contract with
Pepco Energy Services will expire.

Although not all analysts agree about the
future of natural gas and electricity prices,
SMECO chose to take proactive measures
to keep our members’ bills in check last July
when we joined ACES Power Marketing.
ACES acts as the Co-op’s agent in the
wholesale power market. They
purchase power on SMECO’s
behalf, obtaining the best prices
and contract provisions for the
Co-op on an ongoing basis. SMECO
expects this arrangement to be far
more beneficial to our members than
committing to a long term, fixed
price contract and will pass any
savings on to our members.

Statistical data for chart (right) was
obtained from the U.S. Energy

Information Administration website:
www.eia.doe.gov 2002 2003



Visit www.smeco.coop/community/aroundtown for more events.Around TownAround Town

As the tri-county area continues to grow,
it becomes home to an increasing number of
families from around the world. To help fulfill
the academic needs of students from other
countries, the Calvert, Charles, and St. Mary’s
county school systems have formed the
Southern Maryland World Language
Consortium. Each school system has
implemented a new program in English for
Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL) to
address the language barrier that each
student faces.

SMECO supports the consortium in its
efforts to organize community support for these
families—and you can help. All you have to
do is have your contact information included
in a special resource guide that will be
distributed to families when children register
to attend a Southern Maryland school. Guides
will include contact information of individuals,
public service groups, and organizations that
can help in various capacities.

Can you speak other languages fluently?
If so, you may be able to provide
interpretation, translation, and tutoring
assistance to students and their families.

To get started in supporting your local ESOL
programs, simply call one of the following
county school system representatives:
Kelly Sheranko (Calvert)—410-414-7023;
Charlotte Weirich (Charles)—301-934-7208;
Sylvia Rivers (St. Mary’s)—301-475-5511,
extension 118.

SMECO and the Southern Maryland World
Language Consortium invite you to join us in
welcoming families from around the world
who need our assistance in adjusting to life
in Southern Maryland.

SMECOSupports
the Southern
MarylandWorld

Language Consortium

Top winning teams and individual scorers
will advance to the state competition,
scheduled for March 13 at Johns Hopkins
University in Baltimore. State winners will
advance to the national competition in
Washington, D.C.

Abe Massad (left)—FIRST PLACE,
INDIVIDUAL COMPETITION, and coach Katie Hunt
Milton Somers Middle School, Charles County

SMECO extends heartfelt congratulations to
all students, coaches, parents, and volunteers
who participated in this year’s event. Please
visit www.smeco.coop for photos of all local
2004 MATHCOUNTS winners.

Easter Baker Sale
April 2, 9 a.m.

Spring Plant Sale
April 15, 8 a.m.
Hospital, Prince Frederick

Sponsored by the Calvert
Memorial Hospital Auxiliary
410-535-8373

Spring Craft Fair
Sponsored by the Indian Head
VFD Ladies Auxiliary

April 3, 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Fire Department, Indian Head

301-753-9400

First Annual Spring
Craft Show
Sponsored by Sons
of the American Legion

April 3, 10 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Post 238, Hughesville

301-884-9582

Covington String Quartet
Sponsored by the Sanford
Concert Series

April 16, 7:30 p.m.
St. Andrew’s Episcopal
Church, California

301-862-9541

Card Party
Sponsored by the Ladies Auxiliary of
the Hughesville VFD and Rescue Squad

April 17, 7:30 p.m.
Firehouse, Hughesville

301-274-3368

16th Annual Bay Country
Boat Show
Sponsored by the Hollywood VFD

April 17, 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.
April 18, 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Firehouse, Hollywood

301-373-4722

UsedBookBazaar
Sponsored by Citizens for the Charles
County Public Library

April 17, 23, 24; 9 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
April 19 - 22, 9 a.m. - 7 p.m.

Library, La Plata
301-645-3319

Earth Day Celebration
Sponsored by the Leonardtown
Business Association

April 18, 12:30 - 4:30 p.m.
The Square, Leonardtown

301-475-1630

Basket Bingo
Sponsored by the
AccokeekVFD

April 24, 3 p.m.
Fire Department, Accokeek

301-843-2202

Spring Fling XIX
Classic Car Show
Sponsored by the St. Mary’s Road
and Classic Car Club

April 25, 8 a.m. - 4 p.m.
(Rain date May 2)
The Square, Leonardtown

301-769-2174

Charles CountyWalkAmerica
Sponsored by the March of Dimes

April 25, 8 a.m. (registration)
Charles County Government
Building, La Plata

301-934-2235
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LAST CALL FOR PROJECT MATCH
DONATIONS. Make your check
out to PROJECT MATCH and
deliver it to SMECO, or mail a
separate check along with your
electric bill payment.

Kevin Richardson (right)—FIRSTPLACE,
COUNTDOWN ROUND; and Shawn Richardson—
SECOND PLACE, COUNTDOWN ROUND and SECONDPLACE,
INDIVIDUAL COMPETITION, Calvert Middle School,
Calvert County


