
Don’t Plant Trees

Near Power Lines

A Note of

Thanks

“Recently
while walking

on Route 6,

I noticed an SUV had pulled over and
was sitting on the road ahead of me. It

was a good distance away so I was
not alarmed and kept walking . . .

“. . . a SMECO truck passed by
headed toward La Plata. Just before I

got to the SUV it decided to leave,
thankfully. In the meantime the fellow
in the SMECO truck had gone down

the road and turned around and came
back to check on me. He was an older
fellow (probably about my age), but he

was concerned about the SUV on the
side of the road and that is why he
turned around.

I want to thank you for hiring such
wonderful people. It is good to know
that there are still caring, considerate

people in this world who think of
someone besides themselves. I really
think if we had more people like this

gentleman, this world would be a
better place . . .”

Youth Tour 2004

The Rural Electric Youth Tour,
sponsored by the National Rural Electric
Cooperative Association (an association
of over 900 electric cooperatives across
the U.S.), brings more than 1,300 high
school students to Washington, D.C.,
every year. This year, students from 27

states were represented;

SMECO delegates (see
photo at right, left to right) included Charles Raley, Jr.
(Leonardtown High), Thuy Le (Westlake High), and Justin Ruest

(Northern High). Tour dates for 2004 were June 13 -17.
Students participating in the Youth Tour learn

about electric cooperatives, American history, and the

United States government. They attend educational
seminars, visit with Congressional representatives,

and visit places of interest and historic

sites in Washington, D.C.

SMECO customers are served by

over nine thousand miles of transmis-
sion and distribution lines, and it is
imperative that SMECO crews have full

access to these lines. To maintain high
quality electrical service, power lines
must be kept clear. How can you help?

Never plant trees near power lines.

Tall trees should be planted at least 50
feet away from any power line; medium



Thomas “Tom” Russell is SMECO’s Permits and ContractsManager in the Corporate Services
Department. He succeeds Frank Gerred, who retired in July. In Russell’s position, he will provide

engineering and environmental affairs services for the preparation and processing of applications for
permits, easement acquisitions, and joint use contracts.

Russell served five years as Deputy Director of the St. Mary’s County Metropolitan

Commission, which manages the County’s water and sewer services. Before that, he spent 26
years as Director of Environmental Health for the St. Mary’s County Health Department.

Russell has a Bachelor of Arts degree from St. Mary’s College and a Master of Science

degree from George Washington University.
He lives in Leonardtown with his wife, Karen, and their son, Thomas.

David A. Foggo, Jr. , is SMECO’s Government Affairs Manager in the External Affairs
Department. In his position, Foggo will act as SMECO’s legislative representative in Annapolis.

He will also work with the commissioners in Calvert, Charles, and St. Mary’s counties.

Foggo worked for Washington Gas for 30 years, 14 of which he served as Manager of
Maryland Public Affairs; he was also a Community Representative for Calvert, Charles, St.
Mary’s, Prince George’s, and Montgomery counties. He holds a Bachelor of Science degree from

Bowie State University.
Foggo and his wife, Helen, live in Edgewater. They have three sons: Brendan, Shaun, and

Devin.

Visit www.smeco.coop/community/aroundtown for more events.Around TownAround Town

2004 Memory Walk
Sponsor: Alzheimer's Association

October 2, 8:30 a.m. check-in,
10 a.m. start
Richard R. Clark Center, La Plata
Asbury, Solomons Island
Veterans Home, Charlotte Hall

301-934-5856

Riverside WineFest at Sotterley
Sponsor: Sotterley Foundation, Inc.

October 2 - 3, 12 - 6 p.m.
Sotterley Plantation, Hollywood

301-373-2280 for reservations
or visit www.sotterley.org

29th Annual Lobster Festival
Sponsor: Charles County Rotary Foundation

October 3, 12 - 5 p.m.
Charles County
Fairgrounds

301-934-4561

Patuxent River
Appreciation Days
Sponsor: Calvert Marine Museum

October 9 - 10, 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Calvert Marine Museum, Solomons

410-326-2042, extension 32

Colonial Day
Sponsor: The Accokeek Foundation

October 16, 12 - 4 p.m.
National Colonial Farm in
Piscataway Park, Accokeek

301-283-2113, extension 925

Oyster Festival
Sponsor: Rotary Club of St. Mary’s -
Lexington Park

October 16, 9 a.m. - 6 p.m.
October 17, 11 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Fairgrounds, Leonardtown

301-863-5015 or visit www.usoysterfest.com

Charles County Literacy
Council Workshop
Sponsor: Charles County
Literacy Council

October 18 & 20
Lifelong Learning
Center next to
John Hanson Middle
School, Waldorf

301-870-5974 or e-mail ccliteracy@ccboe.com

Trick-or-Treat on the Square
Sponsor: Leonardtown Business Association

October 23, 1 - 3 p.m., scarecrow making;
3 - 4 p.m., trick-or-treating
The Square, Leonardtown

301-475-9791

Rosemary “Rose” T. Pickeral is SMECO’s Call Center Manager in the Customer Service
Department. She succeeds Joyce Hilwig, who retired in July. In Pickeral’s position, she will ensure
SMECO provides effective customer service by directing the overall operations of the Call Center
established to receive and process customer contacts by telephone.

She has worked at SMECO since 1985. Most recently, Pickeral worked as a District Services
Manager; prior to that, she was a District Office Supervisor.

Before beginning her employment with SMECO, Pickeral worked at Tri-County Head Start in

Hughesville as an administrative assistant.
Pickeral holds a Bachelor of Science degree from Morgan State University in Baltimore; she

lives in Hughesville and has four children: Kiesha, Kristie, Kandace, and Alex.

7th Annual Southern
Maryland Farm
Life Festival
to benefit Christmas
in April
Sponsor: John and
Kitty Parlett

October 9, 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
October 10, 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
John K. Parlett Farm Life Museum,
Charlotte Hall

301-863-2905

Dinner Theater
Sponsor: Alternatives for Youth and Families

October 9, 6 p.m.
Grace Lutheran Church, La Plata

301-884-0312

Greater Potomac Open
Golf Tournament
Sponsor: United Way of Charles County

October 10 - 11, 9:30 a.m. start
Swan Point Yacht and Country Club

301-609-4844 or e-mail uwcc@olg.com

Country Fest
Sponsor: Community Support Systems, Inc.

October 16, 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Lions Park, Cheltenham

301-888-2202


