


Around Town

Honoring Former SMECO

Director Benjamin Richards

Mr. Richards passed away on September 29. The Baden resi-

dent served as a member of the SMECO Board of Directors from

1968 to 1996.

Richards served his country as a United States Marine during

World War II and his community as a Prince

George’s County police officer for 27 years.

Upon retirement, Richards worked as a court-

house security guard and a road inspector.

SMECO expresses our most heartfelt

condolences to Richards’ son, SMECO Director

Jimmy Richards, and to the rest of his family

and friends.

Around Town

Mark Your Calendar

SMECO Scholarship Applications
Due March 4

High school seniors living and attending
school in SMECO’s service area may apply
for one of four $1,500 Co-op sponsored
college scholarships.

In its 13th year, SMECO’s scholarship
program has awarded a total of $54,000.
Recipients are chosen based on scholastic
achievement, financial need, and commu-
nity and school involvement.

To obtain an application, see your
school career counselor, call SMECO at
1-888-440-3311, extension 4480, visit
one of our offices, or apply on-line at
www.smeco.coop. Scholarship applica-
tions are due March 4, 2005.

Help SMECO Honor

Outstanding Mathematics

and Science Teachers in 2005

NASA at the Lexington
Park Library
Sponsored by
NASA and
the American
Library
Association

Now through
January 15
Library,
Lexington Park

Contact for hours:
301-863-8188, or e-mail afford@stmalib.org,
or visit www.stmalib.org

Sanford Concert Series
Nebraska Wesleyan
University Choir (fee)

January 5, 7:30 p.m.
St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church,
California

301-862-9541 or visit
www.sanfordconcertseries.com

U.S. Navy “Country Current”
Concert (fee)
Sponsored by the
GFWC Woman’s
Club of St. Mary’s
County

January 8,
8 p.m.
Great Mills
High School,
Great Mills

To order tickets
or for more infor-
mation, call
301-475-3225

“High Five” High School
Art Exhibit
Sponsored by the Mattawoman Creek
Art Center

January 14 - February 13,
11 a.m. - 4 p.m.
January 16, 2 p.m., Opening Reception
Mattawoman Creek Art Center,
Smallwood State Park, Marbury

301-743-5159 or visit
www.mattawomanart.org

percent, or $29 million, over what they would have paid under a

fixed rate contract—and that’s just for 2005!

SMECO wants to help you keep your electric bills as low as

possible. The most important thing is to conserve electricity. If

you’d like professional advice, as well as rebates on insulation and

free energy-saving items, call SMECO and sign up for the

PowerWise program. The cost is reasonable—$25 to $75,

depending on your home’s heating, cooling, and water heating

systems—and could help you save significant money on your

electricity bills. SMECO also offers a number of other services to

make it easier for owner-members to pay their electric bills such

as the Even Monthly Payment and Bill Extender plans.

For low-income residents who need additional assistance

paying their bill, the Maryland Energy Assistance and Electric

Universal Service Programs (MEAP and EUSP) are available

through your local Office of Home Energy Programs. Maryland

Office of Home Energy Programs phone numbers are as follows:

Calvert County, 410-535-1010; Charles County, 301-274-4474;

St. Mary’s County, 301-475-5574; and Prince George’s County,

301-909-6300.

Residential and commercial electric rates for 2005 can be

found on SMECO’s website: www.smeco.coop.

Continued, Rates

SMECO and the Calvert, Charles, and St.Mary’s
County school systems are sponsoring theOutstanding
Mathematics and ScienceTeacher of theYear awards to
honor elementary,middle, and high school teachers.
Under the 2004 program, 11 teachers were selected

by committee based on their qualifications and demon-
strated excellence in their field. This year, as in previous
years, $250will be awarded to eachwinningeducator.
Nominations for the 2005 awards are being

accepted now throughFebruary 18, 2005.
Nominationsmay come fromcurrent or former students,
parents, school principals, fellow educators, and adminis-
trators. Teachersmay also nominate themselves.Any
teacher working at a school in SMECO’s service area
is eligible to participate.
For additional information or to request a nomination

package, call SMECO’s public affairs division at
1-888-440-3311, extension 4480, or visit
www.smeco.coop.

Visit www.smeco.coop/community/aroundtown for more events.


