Is Here!

Your life is about to get easier.

Now that SMECO has launched e-Services—available FREE on SMECQO's
website at www.smeco.coop—you can accomplish many tasks regarding your
SMECO account over the Internet. Services include:

1. Online Bill Payment—Now you can view your current and
past electric bills online. You may also pay your bill, either as
a single or recurring payment, using your checking account,
savings account, Visa, or MasterCard.

2. New Electric Service Sign-up—If you’re moving into the
area, or simply moving to another location in SMECQO's service
area, you can sign up or switch your electric service using our
online form.

3. Disconnect Electric Service—Moving out of our service
area? Use this form to schedule disconnection of your
electric service.

Please remember, in case of an electric outage, report it by phone
only—attempts to report an outage online will not be processed in a timely
manner. SMECO’s Outage Hotline number is 1-877-74-SMECO.

Please Don’t Plant Trees
Near Power Lines

SMECO customers are served by
over nine thousand miles of transmission
and distribution lines, and SMECO crews
MUST have full access to them at all
times. To maintain high quality electric
service, power lines must be kept clear.

How can you help? Don’t plant trees
near power lines. Tall trees should be

planted at least 50 feet away from any power line. Medium to small trees should be
planted at least 20 feet away. Any tree whose branches grow into power lines will
likely need to be removed.

Continued next page, Don’t Plant Trees

First Place Team for the 16th Annual
Southern Maryland Regional
Computer Bowl, Calvert High
School—from left: Chris Ciles, Greg
Meier, Emily Wahl, Jesse Brown, and
coach Tom Currier.

Computer Bowl
Attracts Most
Participants Ever

You never would have guessed
from their demeanor that these were
high school students at school on a
Saturday. On March 5, more than
120 students gathered at Thomas
Stone High School to test their
programming skills at the
16™ Annual Southern Maryland
Regional Computer Bowl. Thirty-one
teams from 12 high schools
participated.

The Southern Maryland Computer
Bowl is sponsored by SMECO, the
College of Southern Maryland, and
the public school systems of Calvert,
Charles, and
St. Mary’s counties.

Other winning school teams
include: Westlake High, second
place—Erin Brendlinger, David
Draher, Sarah Fletcher, Yi Li, and
coach Joe Greenawalt; Lackey High,
third place—Matt Landis,
lan Paquette, Bradley Spies, Gina
Twombly, and coach Melody Stahl;
and Thomas Stone High, fourth
place—Charles Hebert, Mandy
Hebert, Shawn Pennington, Mychal
Sligh, and coach Janet Bondelid.

Remember, as you plan springtime activities such as yard sales, pool

Never Hang Things
On SMECO Poles

parties, and community events, NEVER POST SIGNS OR HANG
ANYTHING ON ELECTRIC UTILITY POLES.
There are several important reasons for this: SMECO linemen use

special equipment to climb utility poles. Leftover staples and nails pose
hazards for the linemen and may cause them to slip or fall, resulting in
serious injury. In addition, it’s AGAINST THE LAW (Annotated Code of Maryland, § 6-303) to post
or hang anything from electric utility poles. Violation of the law may result in imprisonment not
exceeding six months, a fine not exceeding $500, or both.



ArounC Town

Southern Maryland 12t Annual
Spring Festival
Sponsor: Holy Face Church

April 28 - May 1, call for times

St. Mary’s County Fairgrounds

Visit www.smeco.coop/community/aroundtown for more events.

Mother’s Day Breakfast
Sponsor: Potomac Heights VFD, Rescue
Squad and Ladies Auxiliary

May 8, 8 a.m. - Noon

Potomac Heights VFD, Indian Head

10* Leonardtown Criterium
Sponsor: Patuxent Velo Bicycle Club
May 15, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Leonardtown Square
410-394-2770

301-994-0525 301-743-7700
Craft Fair
Sponsor: Brandywine Lions Club
April 30 - May 1, 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Cheltenham
301-645-5773 Diploma Program
May 12, 6 p.m.
WalkAmerica May 13, 9 a.m.
Sponsor: March of Dimes
May 1; Registration 8 a.m., walk 9 a.m.
Solomons Island Gazebo
301-934-2235 or visit
www.marchofdimes.com

Children’s Day

Jewelry Sale
Sponsor: Calvert Memorial
Hospital Auxiliary
May 4, 7:30 a.m.
Calvert Memorial Hospital Medical
Office, Prince Frederick
410-535-8373

May 14, 1 - 8 p.m.
Cheltenham
301-292-3238

Elementary Computer Bowl
Results Are In

This year’s elementary computer bowl was sponsored
by SMECO and the school systems in Calvert, Charles, and
St. Mary’s counties. More than 330 fourth- and fifth- grade
students from 34 elementary schools competed. Placement
results follow:

TRI-COUNTY RESULTS

First: Owls, Greenview Knolls Elementary,
St. Mary’s County

Second: C.RU. Seahawks, Sunderland Elementary,
Calvert County

Third: Vaughan’s Victors, Walter ). Mitchell Elementary,
Charles County

CALVERT COUNTY

First: C.PU. Seahawks, Sunderland Elementary
Second: Wired Maniacs, Sunderland Elementary
Third: SeaCals, Beach Elementary

CHARLES COUNTY

First: Vaughan’s Victors, Walter J. Mitchell Elementary
Second: Dot Nets, T.C. Martin Elementary

Third: Berry Smarties, Berry Elementary

ST. MARY’S COUNTY

First: Owls, Greenview Knolls Elementary
Second: Tornadoes 2, Leonardtown Elementary
Third: Dragons, Dynard Elementary

Elementary Computer Bowl First Place
Tri-County Winner:

The Owls,
Greenview
Knolls
Elementary

Left to Right:
(Front Row)
Zachary Paules,
Jackie Weber,
Victoria Weber,
Becca Butner,
Kate
Krizovensky.
(Back Row) lan
Wysham, Sebastian Lothamer, Nazat Dowla, Jade Robinson,
and (Coach) Mrs. Karen Mattingly.

GED Alternative Orientation

for Working Adults

Sponsor:  Charles County Public
Schools” Maryland External High School

Lifelong Learning Center, Waldorf
301-645-8765 or visit www.ccboe.com

Sponsor: Accokeek Foundation

May 14, Noon - 4 p.m.

National Colonial Farm, Accokeek
301-283-2113, extension 13

Bluegrass in the Park
Sponsor: Brandywine Lions Club

Basket Bingo
Sponsor: Alternatives for Youth and Families
May 15, doors open 1 p.m.
Moose Lodge, Mechanicsville
301-884-5669

Patriotic Dinner Auction
Sponsor: Children’s Aid Society

May 20, 6 p.m.

Jaycees Community Center, Waldorf
301-645-1561 or visit
www.childrensaidsociety.tripod.com

14" Annual Southern Maryland Quilt
& Needlework Show
Sponsor: Sotterley Foundation

May 20 - 22, 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Sotterley Plantation, Hollywood
301-373-2280 or visit www.sotterley.org

Don’t Plant Trees, continued

Never plant trees near underground lines; their roots
can grow into the lines and cause damage.

If you have trees growing in or around power lines that
may need trimming, please don't try to do it yourself: call
SMECO at 1-888-440-3311. If you have any questions
about SMECQO's tree-trimming policies, give us a call.

In addition, it is vital that you call Miss Utility
(1-800-257-7777) before planting or digging in your
yard—every time. Digging into power lines with shovels
or other tools can cause electrical accidents.

Board Nominating Committee
To Meet in May

SMECO's Board of Directors has appointed the following
members to the 2005 Nominating Committee: Robert Lee
Hall and Alyce Schwallenberg, Calvert County; Winston W.
Burroughs, Sr., Calvin L. Ross, and William B. Young, Jr.,
Charles County; Manning Clagett and Ernest H. Riess, Prince
George’s County; and Edith M. Bell, George A. Brown, and
Catherine Brenda Coates,

St. Mary’s County.

The committee will meet in May to select candidates for
one Board seat in Calvert County, one in Charles County,
one in Prince George’s County, and two in
St. Mary’s County. Any group of 15 or more SMECO mem-
bers may make additional nominations by petition no later
than Friday, July 1. Board members will be elected by Co-op
customer-members at SMECO’s Annual Meeting on
Wednesday, August 31.

Individuals interested in being nominated should submit
a resume to the committee at least one week prior to the
nominating committee’s meeting in May.

Selection of the Nominating Committee members is in
compliance with SMECO's bylaws. For more information
regarding the committee, nominations, and qualifications
of directors, refer to Article IV, Sections 4.02 and 4.03, of
SMECO'’s bylaws. Bylaws may be obtained from any
SMECO office.



