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Changes Affecting Your
Electric Bill

As a cooperative, SMECO provides electric energy to you at our cost,
with no mark-up. On January 1, we began making electric power supply
available at market rates, which are comprised of the best wholesale prices
available to the Co-op.

The price of electricity supply on your bill has two components, the
Energy Charge and the Power Cost Adjustment (PCA). The Energy Charge is
initially set to represent the cost of electricity supplies. The PCA, which
changes from month to month, is designed to signal the changing market
price of electricity (both up and down), smooth market rate fluctuations, and
help even out customers’ electric rates over time. As market prices for
electricity have risen over the past few months, the PCA has reflected that
movement.

Occasionally, the Public Service Commission—which regulates electric
rates in Maryland—requires SMECO to restate the Energy Charge and the
PCA so that the Energy Charge reflects sustained changes in market prices.
As of August 1, the Energy Charge and the PCA will be adjusted by offsetting
amounts; your total bill for August will not be affected by this change (except
for Street Light and Security Yard Light accounts, which do not have a PCA).

Over time, we may find that similar offsetting adjustments will be
required. If this is the case, the change will be announced on our web site
two months before the adjustment takes effect.

Please be assured that SMECO reaffirms our commitment to provide you
with electricity supplies at our cost, without mark-up or profit.

SMECO Board Members Honored

In April, the Charles County Commission for
Women honored SMECO Director Fern G. Brown at
its eighth annual awards banquet. The event, themed
“Take Time to Make a Difference,” was held at the
Waldorf Jaycees Community Center
and honored 10 community members who have
provided outstanding community service in Charles
County.

Fern G. Brown In May, Senior Services of
Charles County honored
SMECO Director John H. Bloom, Jr.,
and 26 other individuals at the Silver
Threads Banquet at the Waldorf
Jaycees Community
Center. Honorees were
recognized for their
major contributions to

Charles County. John H. Bloom, Jr.

Above, a tugboat, barge, and crane are used to
lay a temporary cable under the Patuxent River
until a permanent one can be installed. The
submarine cable from St. Mary’s to lower
Calvert County had to be replaced after a fault
was detected in SMECO's

power cable.

Below, a crane begins the process of
threading the replacement submarine cable
into a manhole.

DSM Surcharge
to be Cut

Your bill reflects a surcharge for
demand-side management (DSM)
programs. On June 1, SMECO filed
with the Maryland Public Service
Commission (PSC) to reduce the DSM
surcharge from .025 cents ($.00025)
to .021 cents ($.00021)—a reduction
of 16 percent. The surcharge is
applied to residential and general
service rate schedules to recover costs
associated with operating SMECO's
energy conservation programs. Upon
PSC approval, the new, lower surcharge
will be in effect from July 1, 2005, until
June 30, 2006.
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Around Town

Visit www.smeco.coop/community/aroundtown for more _events.

Flea Market
Sponsor: La Plata Lions Club
Sundays, now through October
8am.-2p.m.
Courthouse parking lot, La Plata
301-609-6820
Annual Golf
1 Tournament
o f Fundraiser
i Sponsor:  Children’s
& Aid Society
Ny August 5,
f}‘ \ 7:30 a.m. registration
Golf Course,
White Plains
301-645-1561 or e-mail
childrensaid@olg.com

14th Annual CSM Foundation
Golf Classic
Sponsor: College of Southern
Maryland Foundation
August 19, 8 a.m. check-in, 10 a.m. start
Swan Point Yacht and Country Club, Issue
301-934-7604 or e-mail CindyB@csmd.edu

21st Annual Chaptico Classic
Sponsor: Alternatives for Youth and Families
August 27, 8 a.m.
Christ Church Parish Hall, Chaptico
301-884-0312 or e-mail
dbell@alternatives4youth.org

139th Calvert County
Jousting Tournament
Sponsor:  Christ Episcopal Church

Rabies Clinic

Sponsor: St. Mary’s Animal Welfare League
August 8, 6 - 8 p.m.
St. Mary’s County Fairgrounds,
Leonardtown

240-725-0594

410-586-0565

Beach Party on the Square
Sponsor: Leonardtown Business
Association and the Commissioners
of Leonardtown

August 13, 4 - 9 p.m.

The Square, Leonardtown
301-475-9791

Phone System Will Serve
Customers Better

This summer, SMECO will be installing a new phone
system that will allow us to provide a number of new
services to our customer-members:

* instructions available in English or Spanish
* voice recognition in English or Spanish

* more incoming phone lines to process outage calls
more quickly

* status information in the event of a widespread
outage

* automated callbacks when power is restored
(if requested by customer when outage is reported)

e account information

iy SMECO s
- purchasing the new
M ILSO FT W phone system and
e : a2 support from
Utility Solutions ....,]\ Milsoft Utility

Solutions. Milsoft
offers a fully-integrated single solution for utility opera-
tions, engineering, and customer service, and has pro-
vided solutions to hundreds of electric utilities and educa-
tional institutions worldwide.

Customer-members are encouraged to call
1-888-440-3311 to update their phone numbers. This
will ensure that customers will receive the fastest process-
ing possible if they need to use the system to report an
outage.

August 27, 10 a.m.
Christ Episcopal Church, Port Republic

Basket Bingo

.

r------------1

| |

| |

: SMECO’s 2005 :

1 Annual Meeting

| |

: Wednesday :

I August 31, 2005 I

to 6:30 p.m. : 7 p-m. :

: Voting registration begins :

Sponsor: 7th District Rescue | at 3 p-m. |

Squad Auxiliary | . |
August 27, Headquarters Office

doors open at 1 . |

5 p.m., games | HUghGSVIlle, Maryland |

begin at 6 p.m. | |

Holy Angels Church I I

Hall, Avenue
301-769-3508 b o o o o e e e ol

Some Members
May Qualify

to Vote by
Absentee Ballot

SMECO will offer absentee mail-in voting to qualified
members for the Co-op’s Annual Meeting to be held August
31, 2005. To be eligible to vote for Co-op Directors by mail,
members must complete an application and indicate that
one or more of the following situations exist:

* the member may be absent from SMECO'’s service
area on the day of the Annual Meeting;

* unable to attend due to age, accident,
or disability; or

* attending to a family member’s death or
serious illness.

Upon receipt of a member’s absentee ballot application
(due to SMECO by August 15), SMECO will forward an
official ballot along with a return address and privacy enve-
lope. All ballots are due to SMECO by August 30
and must be submitted by mail. To request an application for
a ballot, call 1-888-440-3311, extension 4480, stop
by one of our offices, or access one at www.smeco.coop.

John Rutt, Principle
Engineer at SMECO,
was recently elected
President of the
Maryland Society of
Professional Engineers.




