
Conserve Energy—

With Energy Star Home

Through the Energy Star Home program, 
SMECO ensures that homes are built to 
strict energy effi ciency standards with 
cutting edge technology. An Energy Star 
Home is built to use 30% less energy for 
heating, cooling, and water heating than a 
home built to the standards of the current 
national Model Energy Code. 

SMECO will inspect and certify each 
home. Once completed, the home receives 
a nationally recognized rating that 
certifi es it as an Energy Star Home.

For a list of local participating Energy 
Star Home builders or to receive a copy 
of Energy Star construction specifi cations, 
call 1-888-440-3311, extension 4478.

Free Seminar 
on How to 

Conserve Energy

Register for one of 

the following seminars:

Tuesday, January 10, 2006

SMECO’s Leonardtown offi ce

10:30 a.m. - noon

or 7 - 8:30 p.m.

Wednesday, January 18, 2006

SMECO’s Hughesville Headquarters 

10:30 a.m. - noon

or 7 - 8:30 p.m.

Thursday, January 26, 2006

SMECO’s Prince Frederick offi ce 

10:30 a.m. - noon

or 7 - 8:30 p.m.

Seating is limited; registration is 

required. Call 1-888-440-3311, 

extension 4361, or visit 

www.smeco.coop to register online.

Conserve Energy—

to Control Your Bill

Most customers know to turn off 
appliances and other energy users that 
they see around the house, such as 
lights and televisions; but they often 
forget about their major energy-using 
appliances. In most households, the 
major energy-using appliances are 
heating and cooling systems and water 
heaters. Following these tips can help 
reduce your energy bill:

¶ Ensure ductwork is sealed and 

insulated to prevent air leakage. Check 

ductwork in attics and crawl spaces to 

be sure it is properly connected and no 

gaps exist. 

¶ Have your system professionally 

serviced at least once a year. 

¶ Be aware that the higher you set your 

thermostat, the higher your electricity 

and other fuel bills will be, even with 

oil and gas furnaces. 

¶ Insulate your attic to R-38.

¶ Keep plants, shrubs, and other 

obstacles at least two feet away from 

the heat pump; keep it clear of snow 

and ice.

¶ Clean or change fi lters monthly; do 

not block room registers.

¶ Keep fi replace dampers closed when 

the fi replace is not in use.  

¶ Water heaters in unheated areas, 

such as a garage or shed, shoud be 

well-insulated if possible. Also, make 

sure attached water lines are properly 

connected and sealed and that faucets 

don’t drip. Install low-fl ow showerheads 

and keep showers as short as possible.

¶ Keep the water heater temperature set 

between 120 and 125 degrees; use cold 

water when possible.

Major appliances can also have a big 

impact on energy usage; refrigerators, 

washers, and dryers should be properly 

maintained to reduce energy usage. 

Freezers should be defrosted regularly. 

Extra refrigerators that are used 

infrequently should be unplugged. 

Customers should wash one full load of 

clothes rather than two small loads to 

help control energy costs; dryer fi lters and 

vents should be kept clean. 

—Contribute—

to Project Match

By contributing to Project Match, you
help needy local families pay their 
heating costs. 

Now through March, SMECO will 
match customer donations to Project 
Match up to $25,000 (increased from 
$15,000 over last year’s match). 

Make your tax-deductible check out 
to Project Match and deliver it to any 
SMECO offi ce, or send a  separate

check with your electric bill payment. 

All donations will be forwarded to 
the Tri-County Fuel Fund, which is 
maintained and administered by the 
Southern Maryland Tri-County 
Community Action Committee.

For your convenience, complete and 
return the form (see reverse) along 
with your donation.
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Trouble Paying Your Bill?

Programs are available to help 
eligible customers avoid having 
their electric service turned off 
if they are having trouble paying 
their electric bills.  These are 
the Maryland Energy Assistance 
Program (MEAP) and the Electric 
Universal Service Program 
(EUSP). To fi nd out if you are 
eligible, call your local Offi ce 
of Home Energy Programs. 

Conserve Energy—

With PowerWise

SMECO’s PowerWise program helps 
residential customers whose homes are 
at least fi ve years old save energy by 
weatherizing their homes and installing 
items that help conserve energy. For a 
small fee, customers receive an energy 
audit, weatherization services, and 
energy-effi cient items. Rebates are 
offered for the installation of insulation, 
pool pump timers, and thermostats. 

For any home with an electric water 
heater, SMECO will install tank and pipe 
insulation, faucet aerators, and water-
saving shower heads. You may also 
qualify for other cost-saving rebates to 
improve the comfort of your home. If 
your home is all-electric and the audit 
determines your home needs air sealing, 
we will do the work while we are there! 

You will also receive a compact 
fl uorescent bulb and light bulb coupons. 
To enroll in Powerwise or for more 
information, call 1-888-440-3311, 
extension 4478. 

Budget Your 
Energy Dollars

You may be able to join SMECO’s 
Even Monthly Payment Plan (EMPP). 
Once accepted into the program, 
SMECO will bill you in even monthly 
payments, simplifying your bill-paying 
process. Visit www.smeco.coop to fi nd 
out more, or to join. Note: eligibility 

requirements apply—see our Web site 

for details.

$10 - with SMECO’s match of $10, 

that’s a $20 total donation!

$25 - with SMECO’s match of $25, 

that’s a $50 total donation!

$50 - with SMECO’s match of $50, 

that’s a $100 total donation!

$100 - with SMECO’s match of 

$100, that’s a $200 total donation!

Other (write in)        $

Name:

Phone number:

SMECO account number:

Billing Address:

Suggested Donations:

Project Match 

Contribution Form

410-535-1010 301-274-4474 

301-475-5574 301-870-3770

In Prince George’s County, call

301-909-6300.

Offi ce of 

Home Energy Programs 
administered by the 

Southern Maryland Tri-County 

Community Action Committee

Complete this form and return it with 

a separate check with your SMECO 

payment. You may also mail your Project 

Match check to SMECO, Attn: External 

Affairs, PO Box 1937, Hughesville, MD, 

20637.

SMECO has launched our “Conserve 

and Contribute” campaign. Through this 

campaign, we are encouraging members 

to conserve the amount of energy they 

use, whenever possible, to keep their 

electricity bills down. We are also 

encouraging them to help us assist needy 

local families in paying their heating bills 

through Project Match. 

Energy conservation ideas and a 

convenient contribution form for 

Project Match are inside this brochure.

CONSERVE ENERGY

and help yourself.

CONTRIBUTE TO 

PROJECT MATCH

and help others.


