
Free Seminar 

Conserving Energy

(and keeping your energy

bills down)

Register for one of 

the following seminars:

Tuesday, March 14, 2006

SMECO’s Leonardtown offi ce

10:30 a.m. - noon

or 7 - 8:30 p.m.

Thursday, March 16, 2006

SMECO’s Prince Frederick Offi ce 

10:30 a.m. - noon

or 7 - 8:30 p.m.

Wednesday, March 22, 2006

SMECO’s Hughesville Headquarters 

10:30 a.m. - noon

or 7 - 8:30 p.m.

Seating is limited; registration is 

required. Call 1-888-440-3311, 

extension 4361, or visit 

www.smeco.coop to register online.

—Contribute—

to Project Match

By contributing to Project Match, you
help local families in need pay their 
heating costs. 

Now through March, SMECO will 
match customer donations to Project 
Match up to $25,000 (increased from 
$15,000 over last year’s match). 

Make your tax-deductible check out 
to Project Match and deliver it to any 
SMECO offi ce, or send a  separate

check with your electric bill payment. 

All donations will be forwarded to 
the Tri-County Fuel Fund, which is 
administered by the Southern Maryland 
Tri-County Community Action 
Committee.

For your convenience, complete and 
return the form (see reverse) along 
with your donation.

Trouble Paying Your Bill?

Programs are available to help 
eligible customers avoid having their 
electric service turned off if they are 
having trouble paying their electric 
bills.  These are the Maryland 
Energy Assistance Program (MEAP) 
and the Electric Universal Service 
Program (EUSP). To fi nd out if you 
are eligible, call your local Offi ce of 
Home Energy Programs. 

You may be able to join SMECO’s 
Even Monthly Payment Plan 

Budget Your 
Energy Dollars

(EMPP). Once accepted into the program, 
SMECO will bill you in even monthly 
payments, simplifying your bill-paying 
process. Visit www.smeco.coop to fi nd 
out more or to join. Note: eligibility 

requirements apply; see our Web site for 

details.

How Much Do Appliances 

Cost to Use?

Average   Appliance

Annual Cost

$1,350 Electric furnace, 68 degrees

$1,120 Baseboard electric heat, 68 degrees

$1,100 Heat pump, 3-ton, 75 degrees 

 (6 winter months)

$750 Heat pump, 3-ton, 68 degrees 

 (6 winter months)

$510 Air conditioning, 3-ton, 72 degrees

$380 Air conditioning 3-ton, 78 degrees 

$425 Pool Pump, 1hp, 24 hrs/day (5 months) 

$360 Water heater, 3 people

$380 Hot tub, outdoors (5 winter months)

$200 Dehumidifi er, 40 pint (4 months)

$170 Waterbed

$150 Portable space heater, 6 hrs/day

 (5 months)

$140 Security light, 10 hrs/day

$130 Oven, 1 hour/day

$110 Plasma TV, 50-inch, 5 hrs/day

$85 Dryer, 4 loads/week

$70 Roof ventilator, 10 hrs/day

$52 Range, 6-inch burner, 1 hr/day

$50 Refrigerator, side-by-side, new

$40 Freezer, chest, new

$40 LCD TV, 50-inch, 5 hrs/day

$38 Lighting, four 40-watt, 6 hrs/day

$29 Desktop computer, on standby

$20 Xbox 360, 2 hrs/day

$20 CRT TV, 27-inch, 5 hrs/day

$14 Computer, speakers, on standby

$13 Ceiling fan, med. speed (4 months)

$13 Modem, on continuously

$11 Holiday lights, 1000 minis (1 month)

$11 Lighting, four compact fl uorescent

$4  Playstation, 2 hrs/day

$4 Answering machine

$3 Holiday lights, 1000 LEDs, 30 days

$3 Microwave display lights

$2 VCR, 2 hrs/day

$1 DVD player, 2 hrs/day
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$10 - with SMECO’s match of $10, 

that’s a $20 total donation!

$25 - with SMECO’s match of $25, 

that’s a $50 total donation!

$50 - with SMECO’s match of $50, 

that’s a $100 total donation!

$100 - with SMECO’s match of 

$100, that’s a $200 total donation!

Other (write in)        $

Name:

Phone number:

Billing Address:

Suggested Donations:

Complete this form and return it with 

a separate check with your SMECO 

payment. You may also mail your Project 

Match check to SMECO, Attn: External 

Affairs, PO Box 1937, Hughesville, MD, 

20637.

At the end of 2005, SMECO launched 

our “Conserve and Contribute” 

campaign. Through this campaign, 

we are encouraging members to 

conserve the amount of energy they 

use, whenever possible, to keep their 

electricity bills down. We are also 

encouraging them to help assist needy 

local families in paying their heating 

bills through Project Match. 

Look inside for energy conservation 

ideas and a convenient contribution 

form for Project Match .

Do you have an extra refrigerator or 

freezer that is not needed? Older models 
can cost between $10 and $20 per month 
to operate—more if they’re stored in a 
garage or shed. So, if you don’t need it, 
unplug it.

Do you leave your lights on when you 
leave the room? A single 100-watt bulb 
uses $2 worth of electricity each month 
when used for 6 hours per day. If you 
leave many lights on for long periods of 
time, the cost adds up quickly.

Are you running your furnace fan 

continuously? The fan in a large oil 
furnace can easily consume $50 of 
electricity in a month if running 24 hours a 
day, seven days a week. Switch the fan to 
the “Auto” setting and signifi cantly reduce 
this amount.

If you have a waterbed, do you make 
the bed after you wake up? Placing a 
comforter on a waterbed can save about 
$4.80 each month.

Do you leave your computer on 
continuously? Computers use relatively 
little power, but most people can save $3 
a month by turning off their computers 
and related equipment when not in use.

Do you take really long showers? Most 
people don’t realize that the cost of hot 
water is about 25 percent of their energy 
bill. Shortening showers from 10 minutes 
to 5 minutes can save about $8 per month.

Do you wash clothes in hot water? If you 
wash one load a day and you switch to 
cold water, you could save about $5 each 
month.

Energy Effi ciency First Aid 

Adjusting your thermostat can bring 
substantial savings. During the winter, 
lowering your thermostat from 72 degrees 
to 68 degrees can decrease your heating 
costs by about 21 percent. During the 
summer, raising your thermostat from 
72 degrees to 78 degrees can decrease 
cooling costs by about 40 percent. For 
an average four-ton heat pump or air 
conditioner, these strategies can save 
about $215 during the winter and $165 
during the summer.

A small space heater left on the high 
setting can consume about $120 in a 
month if left on continuously. Space 
heaters are effective at providing some 
heat in an area, but if left on for long 
periods of time, they can really gobble up 
electricity!

Electric baseboard heaters can be easily 
turned off or turned down in rooms where 
heat is not needed. But, don’t run them 
unnecessarily, because they cost a lot to 
operate.

Take advantage of the sun’s free energy 
by opening window shades on sunny days. 
In the summer, close shades and blinds to 
keep out the sun’s heat.

When drying clothes, use your dryer’s 
automatic drying feature, if there is one, 
instead of timed drying. Be sure that 
your dryer vent is cleaned out. And 
remember—the sun will dry your clothes 
for free!

CONSERVE ENERGY
and help yourself.

CONTRIBUTE TO 

PROJECT MATCH

and help others.

Project Match 

Contribution Form


